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Annual Symposium

The department’s Annual Symposium was held on May 30, 2012. This all day, year-end event, now in its
26th year, is a research showcase and celebration for our department. The keynote speaker this year was Dr.
Frank Mitloehner, Associate Professor and Air Quality Specialist in Cooperative Extension at University
of California, Davis. He is an internationally renowned authority for agricultural air quality, animal-
environmental interactions, and environmental engineering. Dr. Mitloehner’s talk was entitled “Overarching
demand for food and implications for resource use and ecosystems” and was enjoyed by all. The day featured
good food and good times, including oral presentations from graduate students, faculty, and staff, a poster
session, and our annual barbecue at the end of the day.
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Award Winners at the 2012 Annual Symposium
Masters Student of the Year - Kendra Smyth
Ph.D. Student of the Year - Jason Sinclair

Oral 1st Place - Apratim Mitra
Oral 2nd Place - Xiaojing Yuan

Poster 1st Place - Kara Duffy

Poster 2nd Place - Shen Li

Post doc Ist Place - Andy Schiffmacher
Post doc 2nd Place - Chong-Yi Wu

The Shaffner Award for Poultry Research: 1st Place - Rebecca Phillips
The Shaffner Award for Poultry Research: 2nd Place - Qiong Hu

Staff Member of the Year: Kiera Finucane
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The Shorb Lecture

This year’s Shorb Lecture “Genomics of Trace Elements” was delivered by Dr. Vadim
Gladyshev on May 10, 2012 in the Animal Sciences Lecture Hall. A reception for Dr.
Gladyshev was held afterward. Dr. Gladyshev is currently the Head of the Center for Redox
Medicine at Harvard Medical School. His research focuses on the role of the trace element
Selenium and redox biology as applied to cancer, aging, and reproduction. Dr. Gladyshev has
single handedly identified scores of new pathways and new proteins that are dependent on Se
to control the redox state of an organism.

Drs. Vadim Galdyshev and Igbal Hamza at Shorb Reception
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Faculty News

AGNR Faculty / Staff Excellence

Awards

The 2012 AGNR Spring Convocation and
Awards Presentations were held at the Riggs
Alumni Center on May 3, 2012. Two of the
department’s faculty members were honored.
Dr. Lisa Taneyhill received the College’s On-
Campus Junior Faculty Award. Dr. Angela
Black received the Paul R. Poffenberger
Excellence in Teaching & Advising Award. Dean Wei with Dr. Lisa Taneyhill Dean Wei with Dr. Angela Black

2012 Alumni Professional Achievement Award

Dr. Lisa Taneyhill was the recipient of the 2012 Alumni Professional
Achievement Award from her alma mater, McDaniel College in
Westminster, Maryland. This award is presented to graduates who
have gained national/international distinction in his/her chosen field or
profession and whose accomplishments reflect admirably on the College.

Dr. Lisa Taneyhill

Dr. Porter recognized by Poultry Science Association

Dr. Tom Porter was awarded the Embrex Fundamental Science Award at
the Poultry Science Association’s 101st Annual Meeting on July 12, 2012.
This award is in recognition of Dr. Porter’s outstanding achievement in

basic disciplinary science on which advancements in Poultry Science will
be built.

Dr. Tom Porter
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Faculty News

UMCP-UMB Seed Grant

Dr. Liqing Yu was awarded a 2012 UMCP-UMB Seed Grant
for his proposal titled “18F-Proline PET/CT Imaging for the
Detection of Early Liver Fibrosis.” This grant provides $75,000
of funding.

MSCRF Grant

Dr.Bhanu Telugu was awarded his first grant from the University
of Maryland. It is a 2 year/ $200,000 “Exploratory Grant” from
Maryland Stem Cell Research Foundation (MSCRF). Dr. Liging Yu Dr. Bhanu Telugu

New Faculty Member, Dr. Kasey Moyes

Dr. Kasey Moyes joins the faculty as an Assistant Professor in
August. She is currently here as a Visiting Assistant Professor. She
has come to Maryland from Arhus University in Tjele, Denmark
where she was a Post-Doctoral Research Assistant (2009-12) in
the Department of Animal Sciences with Dr. Klaus Ingvartsen.
She received her Ph.D. in Animal Science from University of
Ilinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2008 working with Dr. James
Drackley. Dr. Moyes will be teaching ANSC101 and ANSC103
in the fall and ANSC 443, Physiology and Biochemistry of
Lactation, every other spring. Dr. Moyes’ research interests in
nutritional immunology of dairy cattle involve 1) the relationship
between energy metabolism and immune response in dairy cows
during mastitis and 2) the development of in-line and real-time
measurement of biomarkers in milk for degree of physiological
imbalance and subsequent risk of disease in lactating dairy cows
on-farm. Her laboratory is being renovated on the fourth floor.

Dr. Kasey Moyes
New Research Laboratories Open
Dr. Debabrata Biswas held an Open House on March 7, 2012 to
celebrate the completion of his research laboratory on the third floor.
Dr. Biswas is pictured here with Dr. Tom Porter, Chair.
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Dr. Byung-Eun Kim’s Open House
celebrating the completion of his
research laboratory was on April 19,
2012. Dr. Kim is pictured here with
Dr. Porter officially opening the
laboratory.

Drs. Biswas and Porter

Drs. Porter and Kim
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Faculty News

Dr. Mark Varner, Emeritus Professor

Dr. Mark Varner retired in November 2011 and was appointed Professor Emeritus. Joining the department
as an assistant professor in 1981, Dr. Varner served as graduate director from 1999-2003, undergraduate
coordinator from 2005-2010, and taught Applied Animal Physiology and Reproductive Physiology. Along
with Roger Cady, Dr. Varner cofounded Dairy-L, the first electronic discussion list in agriculture which
remains active 20 years later. He developed distance learning programs in conjunction with universities in
Russia from 1999-2009 and was the director of the AGNR International Office at that time of his retirement.
Dr. Varner is now Senior Counsel for the Board of International Food and Agricultural Development (BIFAD)
and the Association of Public and Land Grant Universities in Washington, DC.

Dr. Varner Receives OQutstanding Alumnus Award

Professor Emeritus Mark Varner received an Outstanding Alumnus Award from Washington State University
at their 27th Annual Recognition Program on April 13, 2012. He is pictured here with his MS mentor, Dr.
Jerry Reeves, Professor Emeritus of Animal Science at WSU. For the WSU write up on Dr. Varner, go to
http://bit.ly/HRoMII

Drs. Reeves and Varner
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Student News

Scholarships
The department is proud to announce this year’s recipients of the ANSC Scholarships:

Judith E. Brocksmith Scholarship — Rachel Sclarsky
Dodson Memorial Scholarship — Hanum Wensil-Strow
Lillian Hildebrandt Rummel Scholarship — Megan Brown (graduate student)

England Scholarships: Hartsock Scholarships:
Annelise Meyers Aikeen Jones
Mackenzie Campbell Melinda Gilmer
Brittany Mills

Audrey Ervin

Maryland Day/Ag Day

University of Maryland Block and Bridle hosts

successful Livestock Show and Events

The University of Maryland hosted its Maryland Day

Open House on Saturday, April 28, 2012. For the

Block and Bridle Club at UMD, the day consisted of

a student livestock show, which was then followed

by the presentation of the Chad Clark Herdsmanship

Award and many other “Ag Day” traditions. Animal

Science students of all experience levels competed in

the livestock show hosted by the University’s Block

and Bridle Club. At the end of March, with the help of  [yan with Jenna McMillan *

student and staff coaches, 60 exhibitors began training their animal of choice — swine, lamb, dairy heifer,
or beef steer — in preparation for Ag Day. Many of these animals had never been handled and required the
students to put in hours of training. The students and the animals form bonds with each other as the days
leading up to Ag Day are a learning experience for both of them. The pigs started the day with Dr. Tom
Hartsock judging the classes and naming senior Ed Horowitz champion. Next, Senator Barry Glassman
evaluated the sheep showmen, in which senior Anjuli Bhaduri-Hauck won the champion title. After the
lambs, came the dairy heifers, and Michelle Kurtovic was awarded champion by Sean Johnson. Lastly,
Bruce Bennett judged the beef steer classes, which ended with senior Jeanne Herbert winning champion.
The four champions then continued on to the grand champion competition where each of the students had to
show all four species. The livestock show concluded with the judges naming Jeanne Herbert as this year’s
grand champion due to her outstanding showmanship. After the completion of the livestock show, the Chad
Clark Herdsmanship Award was presented by the Clark family in memory of their son who passed away in
a car crash. Emily Beall, the swine student coach, was the recipient of this year’s award for her dedication
and willingness to help all of the student exhibitors. Additional Ag Day traditions included the Equestrian
Club’s horse show and the fistulated cow demonstration. Dr. Zhengguo Xiao “won” the Sigma Alpha Kiss-
A-Pig contest. Overall, the Ag Day was a huge success and we hope to see you next year!



