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ABSTFACA

A study of the rel"ative importance of food organisrns utilized by

hybrid striped bass (itdrone saxdtiljs x M. chrgsops) was conduettd at

the Dennis wiletlife cet'rt€r in Bonneau, 6outh car'olina. Objectives were

to deternrine the food items of lnajor irnportance and 56 6ssunen! lhe

availability, utiliaation and preferenca of zooplankton by one- to five*

week-old hybrid striped bass.

we collecteal tvrenty-flve plankton earnples and 3o0 hybrids frorn each

of five 0.2 ha cul-ture ponas. The domilant taxa of net zooplankton in

decreasing ord€r of occurrence vere Sostnjna, Daghnia and Cyclopidae'

Dcninant i"rr..a of zooXi'l.ankton in hybriri stomachs in decreasing order of

occurrence vere Cgclopg, Daphnia and Bo6mina. $electivity indices cal-

culated for the three nost inportant taka of zooplankton shotred that hy-

brid striped bEss pref4rential.ly selected CVcJoFts and Dapftnia and avoided

Bosmina. Insett larvae and ostracods wbre othef, food items found in

many stonachs.

INTRODUETIDN

Successful introductions of striped bass nlororle sa,'atjljs and hy-

brid striped bass x whlte bass U4- thrglaps) to inland 
'eservoirs

throrrghout the southeagtern and southr.testern united states are largely

the result of stocking finger!.ingrs rather than larvae' Due partly to

the success of fingeri{ng ieleases, approxtmately 455 reservoirs in 36

states have been stockd with gtriped bass or their hybfids' Hore than

40 roillion fingerlings were stockeat in L981 alotre (Stevens 1984).

lpresent address: Baltimcre Gas a$d Electfic Comp4ny, Crane Aqua-

cul ture Faci l i ty ,  P.O. Box 14?3, Bal t i rnore'  MD ?1203'

ZNorth caroLina Cgoperatite Fishefy Researeh Unit j.s lointly spon-

sored by North Carol-inh State {niversity, the North Car{tlina Wildlife

Resoutces Conmission, and the tl.s. r'ist'l and wltdfife Setvice'
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