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ABSTRACT

Nine O.5-nr3 cages were stodked with three densi t ies (10O, 150 and

2OO/tu31 of fenale striped bass X male white bass hybrids that averaged

44.6 g on 10 apr i l  198!,  Fish received a dry,  f loat ing cottuhercial  t rout

dj"et  ad l ib i tuf i  2 or 3 t ines dai ly.  sul 'v ival  to harv€st (22 Novenber

I98l l  for  a l1 densi t ies averaged 951 vi th a mean weight per f ish of  313

9. Growth of the hybrids was positively correlated with tenp€raLure,

and greatest grc'vrth occurred during the period of highest water temPera-

tures. Groxrth was negatively correlated with salinity. The rnean coef-

f ic ient  of  condi t ion i i ;  *as approximately 1.5 fur  the hybr ids '  No sig-

ni f icant di f fecences (P<o.05) were forr ld in Lerns of  grob' th in length'

wei .ght or condi t ion of  the hybr lds,  between densi t ies- Biomass at  har-

vest  averaged 46.6 kglm3 with a maxinum of 62,2 kg/m' for  a high densi ty

replicate. A combined feed conversion ratio of dry feed to wet fish

rrreight was 1.58:1.  Resul ts i j , , rn!)nst tate the potent ia l  of  ihe hybr id

striped bass for use in aqu .utture and indicate that the hybrids can be

qrown to con$ercial size wjthin 18 months in srnall cages at denslties as

hlqn u= 200 f ish/m3. t rddir ional  lnforrnat ion was obta1ned for str iped

bass held in cages at  a densi ty of  50 f ish, /m3.

INfRODUCTION

Efforts ta produce fish in cages in the uniied states initially r'as

concerned with channel catfish (Lercis 1969; Schrnittou 1969, 197O; Co1-

l inc 197O, L97L, L9t2a; tovel l  19?3; Kel ley I973t Konikof f  and Lewis

19?{r llilt 19?5), but soon apr€ad to a variety of other epecies, includ-

lng tilapia (Artnbrester 19?2; Pagan 19?5, Galbreath 1979), rainbow trout

(Siguin rgfoi  cof f i "s Lg72bi  rat l rnt  1973, 
" .* t  

1974; Ki lahbi  et  a l '  19?7t

:rr .
$ lnr"s"nt addresss Crane lquacultu*e Faci l i ty. P.O. Box 1{?5, Bal-

$.tfumre, l.{D 21203.

I 2tt" North Carolina Cooperative Fishery Unit is joihtly sFotlsored

!'y North Carolina State tniv€rslty, the $orth Cat'ollna Wi-ldlife Sesource*

Oomrlsslon, and the t'.s. Fish arid wildllfe servibc.
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