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ABSTR"AC{

Four 0. I -hectare earthen ponds were stocked wlth two densi t ics
(10,0o0 and l5,OO0 f ish, /hectare) of  fernale str iped bass (gorone saxat i_
l is)  x rnale whi te bass {&. chrysops) hybr lds on lo october 1980. ! . !ean
wei?ht at  stocking vras 20 g.  f ish \ refe fed ad l ib i tun 2 or I  t imes
dai ly wi th a dry conmercial  salmon diet .  and t ,oncls were. lerated rnechani-
cal lT dr- t r ing 1i . : r iods of  low diss. lvcd oxygen in warm months.  Sur.r . ival
tc hartrest  about l3 months later (22 Novedrber rg8l)  averaged 5ct  in th, :
low densi ty l ,onds and 9lr  in one high densi ty pond. Total  rnort . r l i . . l  uf
f ish in tho other high densi ty relr l icate occurred in late August af ter
an aerator fa i led.  Sr l rv ival  unt i l  then was 9f t .  At  harvest,  mean rerr : l r t
of  f ish was 465 g in t .he low dcnsi ty Fonds and 351 g in the high densi t l .
pon. l ,  The average fr :od conversion rat io of  dry food to wet f ish weight
xas 1.58r1.  Standing crop at  harvest averaged 1, j12 l<g/hectare in the
lor densi t .y ponds and was 4,886 kg,/hectare in the high densi ty pond.
Growth uas l . 'osi t iveLy correlated with temperatrrre.  wlrh the most rapid
grovrth rates occurr ing dur in<] per iods of  h igh mean water teml.eratures.
fhe studl '  d€Ronstrated thdt ehe hybr idS can be grown to $arketable s izes
in pronds within 15- lB months of  age at  densi t ies s imi lar  to those usec
in cul turc of  channel  cat f ish {rcta]urus Functatus}.  rn v iew of  Lheir
high market value, we bel ieve that th is hybr id has considerable p.oten-
t ia l  fot  c l r l ture as a conu*€rcial  food f ish or perhapg for use in fee*
f ishing ponds.

INTRODUCTION

The str iped bass ( , r torone sarat j l js)  has long been a highly desired
sFort  and commercial  food f ish f rom estuar ine areas of  the uni ted states.
l lore recent ly,  because of  i ts  abi l i ty  to adapt to f reshwater,  i t  has
also become a valuable species for  s;nrt  and for manageftent in many in-
land reservoirs.  r ts value as a food f ish ls ref lected in the whoresale
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